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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF PROMINENT OPPOSITIONISTS 
REF: (A) MANILA 13338, (B) MANILA 14189 

1 . TWO PROMINENT OPPONENTS OF MARCOS REGIME, BISHOP FRANCISCO 
CLAVER AND FORMER VICE PRESIDENT FERNANDO LOPEZ, DEPARTED 
PHILIPPINES WITHIN LAST FEW DAYS. CLAVER LEFT SEPTEMBER 13 

TO ATTEND CONFERENCE IN ROME (SEE REF A). LOPEZ AND HIS WIFE 
DEPARTED SEPTEMBER 14 FOR US VIA TOKYO (REF B). 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE STILL NOT SURE THAT POLITICAL OPPONENTS OF 
MARCOS REGIME WILL BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE PHILIPPINES AT WILL NOW 
THAT EXIT PERMITS NO LONGER REQUIRED. GOP COULD STILL BLOCK 
EXIT BY OTHER MEANS, E.G. WITHHOLDING PASSPORTS. NEVERTHELESS, 
DEPARTURES OF LOPEZ AND CLAVER ARE ENCOURAGING SIGNS THAT 
RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT OF OPPOSITIONISTS HAVE IN FACT 

BEEN EASED AT LEAST SOMEWHAT. 
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